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Scuttlebutt
Commodore's Log

By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Commodore
I can hardly believe that this year has
flown by and that my reign as Commodore
is nearly over. There have been some
challenges but certainly not without the
many rewards of this wonderful club.
I look forward to remaining on the 2023 Board of Directors as
Jr. Staff Commodore and working with new leadership styles
that will continue to fuel our PRYC camaraderie and good
times.
This past year I had hoped to simply put fun first and fun was
certainly had! From OD’s and events of line dancing, 70’s dance
nights, jazz nights, fishing tournaments, gourmet cooking
brunches, cruises, dinghy crawls, a hugely successful Summer
Bash, group hikes, art nights, RC yachting, and just good times
hanging out (and singing karaoke) at the bar. It makes sense
with all this fun many members came out to participate hence
bringing on the challenge of managing bigger crowds. Hosts
were faced with providing more food and our clubhouse pushed
max capacities making our space crowded. We tried new
procedures to help ensure members and hosts were all still
enjoying the PRYC experience; some procedures weren't all that
we hoped for but fun was still had and we learned more on what
we can do to keep the good times happening for all. Currently
we are trying to get event notices out earlier allowing members
early access to events and have maximums on attendance
depending on space availability (clubhouse, clubhouse+patio,
dinghy crawl boats locations, etc). Growing pains are not the
???the fun
worst problem to have, I know all will be just fine and
will continue. Many thanks to the Directors and Members who
handled the events that made this a fabulous year.
I hope to see you all soon at the Club!
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A few Words from the Vice Commodore
By Russ Densmore PRYC Vice Commodore

Hello PRYC Members,
What a year we have had in 2022 so
far! Many events, races, and cruises
have all been held successfully, and
we want to thank each and every one
of you for your participation!
We still have a few events ahead to close out the year,
and we do not want you to miss out on any of them. We
will be holding our Annual General Membership
Meeting on December 3, 2022 and hope you can attend.
During this meeting we will hold an “ugly sweater”
contest and also hold a short board meeting to vote in
the slate of the 2023 nominees. Bring your festive
attitude, your ugliest Christmas sweater, and plan on
having a wonderful time. An Evite will be sent out soon
for this event. We will also be hosting a New Years Day
event on January 1, 2023 in lieu of a New Year’s Eve
party. We listened to several people say they did not
often attend on New Year’s Eve as they do not like
driving on that evening (makes sense). Stay tuned for
additional details.
All in all, I believe we had a successful year of planning
and throwing various events and activities, and we will
renew that continued push into 2023.
Again, we thank you for participating! If you would
like to become even more involved, please reach out to
any board member or myself directly.
Clear skies and safe yachting.
Russell Densmore
Vice Commodore
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Rear Commodore's Corner
By Lisa Griffin, PRYC Rear Commodore

What an incredible year we have had and it's not over
yet! I have the pleasure of sending applications to people
that have interest in becoming members and the interest
is high! We are currently a very full club and the interest
in membership is because of all of you. From the outside
these people are new to the Marina and are curious about
what's happening in our little club or friends of ours that join us in our
activities and realize I would love to be a part of a group like PRYC. We
have had over 45 events so far this year that include an amazing Opening
Day, Fun OD's, Cruises, Reciprocals, Holiday Events, Charity fundraisers,
and that doesn't include everything, like Game nights and Fitness Fun. The
year is not over and there is still so much to enjoy in these last couple
months! So, as we bring the 2022 year to a close let's be thankful for our
friendship and camaraderie and look forward to what's to come in 2023. I
know I'm looking forward to being your Vice Commodore.

PYRC MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE:
Full membership with club privileges requires
approval by the Board of Directors.
Sustaining membership is available for regular
members who live beyond a 90-mile radius of the
club. Please email manager@pryc.club for
membership information and an application.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:
Beautiful Club House Overlooking the
Redondo Beach Marina
Ocean Going Activities for Both Power and
Sail Boats
Social Events and Parties
Reciprocal Privileges with Other Yacht Clubs
Overall, A Great Bunch of Folks to Hang Out
With, All Having a Common Love of the Sea!

Member's Log and Newsletter Submissions
We welcome and encourage member submissions to the newsletter! If you would like to submit an
article, photos, etc. for the Winter issue of please send to sandra_mccommon@yahoo.com by
January 15 2023.
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New Member Highlights
Hung Huynh & Mi Mao
Hung and Mi joined PRYC in July and while the Mao's are new to the
Club, they are not new to boating. They have been boat owners for over
10 years and have been at Port Royal Marina for 6 years. They have
owned 4 different boats at Port Royal Marina and currently have the J/K
IX which is a Maxum 3300 powerboat located at "A" dock. Hung has
wanted to join a Yacht club since he lived in San Francisco and
after meeting many PRYC members thought
PRYC would be fun to join. Hung and Mia have
two children Kayla (12) and Jaydyn (10). After
joining PRYC, Hung and Mi didn't waste any
time getting involved! They participated in the
Labor Day Dinghy Crawl as a Host Boat with the
Rupps and took home the prize for the best
appetizer!

David Nylen joined PRYC in October as an
Associate Member to Melissa Wiley. David
has been an avid fisherman and boater since
he was a child. He has been an active in PRYC
since Melissa joined over a year ago.
Dave is a guy with a great sense of humor
and you can often find him sitting at the
PRYC bar with a smile. Say hello to Dave
when you see him.
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New Member Highlights

Mike Caro joined PRYC in August as an
Associate member to Tina Iler. Mike
grew up in Pittsburgh around lakes,
rivers and streams and saw the ocean for
the first time after his first year of
college. He spent a summer working in
Ocean City, Maryland where he worked
at
a a crab house on the bay. That summer he got to
experience jet skiing and water skiing for the time and
was hooked. He loves being on and around the water.
Mike has met many members, participated in several
events and is looking forward to being a club member.

Denise joined PRYC in October as an
Associate Member to long time member
Jon Marselis. She enjoys spending time on
the water with Jon and has participated in
many club activities this past year.
She looks forward to
contributing to the club
next year!
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NEW BOATS ON THE DOCK

Randi and her Last Call
By Randi Douglas, PRYC Director
Director Randi Douglas is the proud owner of a new-to-her boat! Last Call is a
13-foot Boston Whaler Dauntless, powered by a 50 HP Mercury engine and is
proudly flying a PRYC burgee. Last Call is not destined to be Randi's last boat
but she said she can't imagine not having her, and enjoys harbor cruises around
Marina del Rey where the boat has a slip in Basin D. Randi has her heart set on
a powerboat that she can take to Catalina. For now, she is enjoying Last Call
and looking forward to participating in club events like
dinghy crawls, the 4th of July Dinghy Parade and the club
cruise to California Yacht Club in Marina Del Rey.

Meet Beau Bateau
By Barbara Lewak, PRYC Secretary
Barbara and Mauricio have been club members for
14 years. They purchased their new boat the "Beau
Bateau" in March. It is a Beneteau Antares 11.
Mauricio had been looking for a boat with
outboards and this one fit the bill. This is their
third boat and per Barbara their last:).
They enjoy spending long weekends in
Catalina, mooring in our beautiful
marina or just spending weekends on
the boat in the slip entertaining
friends. Barbara also enjoys using the
boat as an “office” when she is working
on her club secretary duties.
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NEW BOATS ON THE DOCK II

Dave's Skipjack

By Melissa Wiley, PRYC Member
David Nylan recently acquired a Skipjack 25’ fisherman (yet to be named). He’s
already competed in one PRYC fishing competition hosting a few members and
winning the competition at the Isthmus in October. He recently took Melissa
on her first hoop netting expedition and came home with 2
legal lobsters (4 caught in all).

Love at PRYC!
By Jo Duff, PRYC Member
Member Jo Duff married Matt Bowden on April 10, 2022 in Palm Springs. It was
a heck of a party, complete with an impromptu pool party during the reception
when the groom's friend fell in the pool (make sure Jo shows you the video next
time you see her). In August, the couple
honeymooned in Maui, where they
snorkeled, surfed, drove the road to Hana
and of course sailed!
PRYC wishes Jo and Matt all the best in this
life long adventure!
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Summer Cruises to
Reciprocal Yacht Clubs
By Dan & Katie Gonzalez, PRYC Fleet Captains
Port Royal Yacht Club has had a busy 2023 cruising year.
After the Isthmus cruise in May, our club enjoyed several
more fun cruises including three cruise weekends to reciprocal yacht clubs.
June 24-26 weekend, 5 club boats (Happy Ours, Joie de Vivre, Oasis, Sierra Vista,
and The Office) cruised to Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club in San Pedro and a sixth club
boat (Kinship), based in Cabrillo, also joined. Friday evening, the cruisers met for
dinner at 22nd Street Landing and after-dinner drinks on Kinship. On Saturday
morning, the Humiston’s & Gonzalez’s took a three-hour dinghy tour roundtrip
through the Cabrillo marinas and Hurricane Gulch, down the main channel, under
the Vincent Thomas Bridge, through the East Basin and down the Dominguez
Channel to eventually reach the famous floating Chowder Barge in Wilmington.
The delicious chowder and sights along the way were well worth the adventure!
Then over 40 boat and land cruisers joined for the Saturday afternoon dock party
at CBYC, followed by 40 attending dinner in the club restaurant.
July 13-15 weekend, 5 boats (Fleetwind, Jeanneau-It, My Blue Heaven, Sierra Vista,
and The Office) cruised to California Yacht Club in Marina del Rey and they were
joined by Last Call who is docked in Marina Del Rey. 18 people joined Saturday’s
afternoon dock party, 9 had dinner at the CYC restaurant with very festive
cocktails while others enjoyed the CYC pool for an evening swim. The evening
wrapped up with dock side dance party.
July 29-31 weekend, 5 boats (Happy Ours, Joie de Vivre, Kinship, No Worries, and
Sierra Vista) cruised to Long Beach Yacht Club in Alamitos Bay. Saturday daytime,
some members took their dinghies to Alamitos Bay Yacht Club for lunch, while
others cruised around the expansive Alamitos Bay and canals on dinghies and
Duffy boats. About 30 cruisers then met up for an afternoon dock party, followed
by a nice dinner at the club restaurant.
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PRYC Facebook Page - For Members Only
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Commodore
Our Facebook page has become a great source of not only sharing wonderful
PRYC memories and a way to keep our history, it is also a way to
communicate about upcoming events and current activities
going on within the Club for members, as well as a source to
pass yachting information. Because of the previous reasons,
as well as for the privacy of our members, the Bridge and Board
of Directors have recently voted to make our page a Members
Only page. We hope that PRYC members agree that this page is
a benefit of Membership that should be exclusive to PRYC members. If you are not
a part of our Facebook page, join us here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/117010459360

Responsible Beverage Service Training
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Commodore
Please remember, according to California’s new Assembly Bill 1221 anyone who
serves, pours or delivers alcohol must be Responsible Beverage Service (RBS)
trained. That means to us at PRYC, if you serve, pour or deliver alcohol for yourself
or anyone else, you must be RBS trained and certified. Thank you to the many
Members who have been certified.
If you have not taken the training, please take it.
You can start here:
https://www.abc.ca.gov/education/rbs/
Do you want help or have any questions, email
Melessa at manager@pryc.club.

Fun~Fit~PRYC
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Commodore
Fun~Fit~PRYC has been on break for a
while, but we will return soon! Are
you available to lead a group or do you
have any ideas or inspiration on any
fun fitness group activities? Let
Melessa know at manager@pryc.club.
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A Tale of a Fateful Trip: The
Chowder Barge, A Three Hour Tour
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Commodore
During this year’s club to club cruise to Cabrillo Beach
Yacht Club, I mentioned to Dan and Katie Gonzalez about
the famous Chowder Barge found in Wilmington’s Leeward
Marina. Matt and I had attempted to go there on a previous
years Cabrillo cruise, but were chased away by the locals
for not docking our boat in the correct place. Dan and Katie
were intrigued, so we agreed that we had a Saturday
morning destination.
Saturday morning we set off on Dan and Katie’s dinghy, not really sure of exactly
of how far our destination was by dinghy, we went for it. It was going to be a great
up-close tour of America’s largest shipping yard the Port of Los Angeles, the
Battleship USS Iowa and the Vincent Thomas Bridge. All was great when suddenly
the motor went vuruumm, and shut off in the middle of channel. Dan and Katie go to
the motor to find a black hefty plastic trash bag had gotten wrapped up in the prop
shaft. They go at it to try and get it off for what seemed like a few minutes. Matt
jumped in to help, he pulls out his small pocket knife and starts to cut away at the
bag. I’m just sitting there when I look out and see the Catalina Express coming right
us! It was still far away, but those three are working on the motor and I get to
thinking, what if they can’t get the motor going again?! Do we jump? How long
would it take to swim to a side of this channel? How far is it really to swim to a side
of this channel? Dan had mentioned there were two life jackets on board, who the
heck gets the life jackets?! Matt cuts the bag away, Dan gets the motor going again,
crisis evaded and we were back on our way.
Continuing on through the Leeward Marina to the Chowder Barge, the marina was
interesting as there were a lot of salty, older, interesting, odd, looking boats and it
seems like not a lot of people, but yet it felt like we
were being watched. We made it to Chowder Barge
without incident, tied off on the designated dock
and went in. Cool place, it is an actual building on a
floating barge with a lot of wood paneling, nautical
art and photos of local history on the walls. The
menu was not particularly for the health conscious
eater but we embraced it. Matt had the Chowder
Burger “The Rev’s Special” - a cheese burger served
swimming in a bowl of chowder, the waitress said it
doesn’t look that great in the photo but everyone loves it. Dan, Katie and I had the
Triple Chowder - Fried Clams swimming in a bread bowl of Chowder. Of course we
had to have some beers and a Bloody Mary. It was gooood. Matt said his plate was
amazing, the burger bun was grilled in butter so it was like a buttery croton around
the patty and in the chowder!
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A Tale of a Fateful Trip: continued
We finished up with some full bellies and to-go containers (well Matt ate all of his),
and headed out.
Making our way back to Cabrillo, we come around a mole entering the main channel
of LA Harbor into Hurricane Gulch and yes it was about that time of day when the
winds are kicking up. “The weather started getting rough” as we braved through the
winds and ocean water being blown over us. Matt and I were on the bow of the
dinghy with our backs to the wind and water, I was getting sheltered by Matt as I
scrunched in front of him. Dan and Katie were facing forward at us, getting
walloped by splashes of water. The fearless crew made it though the gulch and we
arrived safely back to Cabrillo in wet clothes and with leftovers in hand. We all went
back to our boats to change and take a nap. Moral of the story, go to Chowder Barge
if you can (you can get there by land too), it’s yummy, and if you go by boat, leave
early because it is kind of far and you want to get back before the winds kick up.

By Sandra McCommon, PRYC Newsletter Editor
Fall brings shorter days, cooler weather and another
PRYC traditional event - Oktoberfest! Members and
guests enjoyed celebrating Oktoberfest with a catered
German buffet dinner, German beer and good company.
A big thank you goes to Jamie Jakubowski for hosting
and the social committee for pulling together this fun
event!
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PRYC Bunko Game Night
By Lisa Griffin, PRYC Rear Commodore
The summer season of Bunko didn't disappoint! We had lots of our regulars go off
and enjoy summer adventures allowing other members the opportunity to sit in and
join in the fun! Summer Bunko welcomed Laura L, Deana, Susan, Muriel, Katie and
lots of friends of members. We even had a surprise appearance by Wally Hammons
cheering us Ladies on! We had some great Host dinners provided by: Melessa, Lisa,
Deanna and Stephanie. Stephanie is back and she Hosted our October Bunko which
is the start to our Holiday season rolling the dice! If you are interested in giving
Bunko a try, please reach out to me and I will include you on our substitute list.
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Whiskey Tasting, Cigars & Blues Night
By Lisa Griffin, PRYC Rear Commodore

The Cigar Whiskey and Jazz evening at PRYC is a first of its kind and it was very
well received!
The event has been in the making for a couple years but Covid put it on hold and to
our excitement the event evolved into a something much bigger than first imagined.
The event came up at the Social Committee meeting early on in 2022 and Vice
Commodore Russel Densmore suggested adding music to the Cigar Whiskey event.
Not just any music though something the club doesn't normally turn too, Blues. Well
with this in mind Russ brought a group of our favorites together to play some great
music. The idea was to have a smokey lounge feel outdoors to give the members the
feeling they were actually sitting in a Blue's Club sipping whiskey and enjoying their
cigars. A small group of volunteers came together to set up the club and with the
pairing of Russ and my Whiskey & Scotch selections an event was brought together
that even included wine and a few special guests at the microphone. Look out for our
next CWWB evening in 2023! Special thanks to our musical talent for the evening:
Laryssa & Russell Densmore, Charis & Steve Smythe, Mo Padilla, Dan Malouin, Brett
George, special guests: Alex DeBlanc, Forbes and Melissa Perdew for her decorating
genius.
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Home Port Regatta 2022
By Sandra McCommon Newsletter Editor

We had a great turn out for our annual Home Port Regatta on August 20, with 11 boats
racing. Initially we were questioning if the wind was going to show up and yes it did!
After the racing was complete, race participants were welcomed at the club where
trophies were awarded and everyone enjoyed the after party appetizers and socializing.
Many thanks to all the racers, Jonathon Marselis for providing the committee boat along
with Carlos, Eagle and Ski for their racing knowledge and Deborah Jackson for making it
all happen.
More race details: https://pryc.us/racing/home-port-regatta
Congratulations to the winners!

November 2022

Page 14

Summer Bash 2022
By Lisa Griffin, Rear Commodore and Committee Chair
The theme of this year's charity "Summer Bash" event was "Pirate Fun", which was
prominent throughout the evening. This is PRYC's biggest event every year by far and
it takes a group of member volunteers that become several committees to organize
and make it happen. August 20th, the PRYC members came out in their best Pirate
attire and enjoyed a great catered buffet, music provided by a club favorite The Brent
George band with our own Maricio Lewak on the drums. All of this taking place in a
transformed Pirate Village with fun picture ops, including a Kraken, the pirate bar
YARR and a favorite, dancing the night away under the Sea.
PRYC's event supported the "City2Sea" and "Marine Animal Rescue" non-profits in our
fund raising. I'm happy to report that under the amazing efforts of our fundraising
lead Lynn Statham and our generous members the silent and live auctions enabled us
to present both charities with checks for $4500 each.
The evening was a great success, and it is due to the many volunteers that offered
their time for several months and at the actual event. I would like to thank you all
and include Melissa Perdew a friend of the club. We couldn't do this event without all
of you! I hope that as a PRYC member reading this you will get involved in next year's
Summer Bash and keep this great event and the spirit of its giving going.
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Labor Day Dinghy Crawl
By Sue Morgan, PRYC Director
If there was ever any doubt that there’s nothing that can deter PRYC members from
having a good time, the Labor Day Weekend Dinghy Crawl/Poker Run was proof
positive. On Sunday afternoon, sixty-plus participants braved a record-breaking
heatwave to jump aboard their dinghies, kayaks and paddle boards in search of food,
libations, fun and frivolity. It was tough! But in spite of temperatures in the upper
nineties, their perseverance paid off. Five host boats, three of which were on moorings
in the outer harbor, provided the participants with their special boat drink, appetizer,
and a card for their poker hand. After three hours of boat hopping, eating, and drinking,
the participants met back at the club for more eating, drinking, and an awards ceremony
for the best boat drink, appetizer, and first and second place poker hands. Tough way to
survive a heat wave, right? Just shows that our PRYC members are always up for a
challenge! Thank you to Sue Morgan and Tricia Osuna for organizing this event and to
all of the host boats / hosts (Jeanneau !t, Sierra Vista, Disruptive & J/K IX, Inspiration
and Oasis) for their participation.
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Fall Cruise to the Isthmus
By Sandra McCommon, PRYC Newsletter Editor

With summer turning into fall it was time for another club cruise so members headed to
the Isthmus at Catalina Island September 30 - October 2nd. We had a great turnout
with over 12 boats and 40 club members and friends joining in the weekend fun. Friday
night dinner was enjoyed by some sitting down to dinner at the Harbor Reef Restaurant
while others enjoyed the casual atmosphere of the patio. Saturday morning members
had the option to join a group hike or participate in a Fishing Tournament. The hike
started out towards the science center and looped up past the road headed towards
Avalon. The hiking group enjoyed beautiful views along the way and refreshing
beverages upon arriving back at Isthmus. Dave captained the Fishing Tournament boat
with his newly acquired Skip Jack. While it was a beautiful morning unfortunately the
fish were sparse. but Tammy's guest Ted successfully caught a good sized fish and was
declared the tournament winner. Saturday night everyone enjoyed a BBQ and Potluck
Dinner at Buffalo Park where Mike got to show off his grilling skills and the Tri-tip was
delicious! Thank you to Lisa Griffin, PRYC Rear Commodore, for organizing this fun
weekend. The weekend was a great success and a good time was had by all.

November 2022

Page 17

2nd Annual Fall Fishing Tournament
By Sandra McCommon, PRYC Newsletter Editor
PRYC's Fall Fishing Tournament took place Friday October 21, from 1:00 - 6:00 pm
out of the Redondo Beach Marina on the sport-fisher boat Redondo Special. The
tournament had good attendance with twelve PRYC members and guests joining in
to test their skill at fishing. The sun showed up as did the fish and a good time was
had by all. A bit of beginner's luck showed up as well, with Amy Myers becoming
the tournament winner with her sculpin catch. This was Amy's first-time fishing
ever. Way to go Amy! Thank you to Melessa Humiston for organizing the
tournament and to Deanna Pascucci Rogers for the photos!
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Spooky Fun at PRYC
By Barbara Lewak, PRYC Secretary
Halloween at PRYC was a Spooktacular evening of fun, food and "Scarey Oke"!
This year’s theme was “Iconic Movie or television characters” and boy did our
members step up to the plate. The line for the karaoke microphone was long and
the talent was impressive!
Winners of the costume contest were:
Couples Category: Mike and Sue Morgan as Popeye and Olive Oyl
Best Female Costume: Carol Smith as Marilyn Monroe
Best Male Costume: Michael Leighton as a very sexy Tom Jones!
Thank you to Barbara and Mauricio for hosting such a fun event!
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Cruise to Two Harbors
Microbrew Festival
By Dan & Katie Gonzalez, PRYC Fleet Captains
The Two Harbors Annual Microbrew Festival (that was postponed from September
due to weather) took place on November 4-6. 14 members and guests cruised to
Isthmus on 4 club boats (Gypsea, Happy Ours, My Blue Heaven and Sierra Vista).
The group enjoyed laughs, beers, sunshine, fishing & lobstering, sunset & dolphin
cruises, dinners & more laughs together.
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