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Commodore's Log
By Carol Smith, PRYC Commodore
Ahoy there members!
Well, what a summer it has turned out to
be! From a little slow start to the year for
obvious reasons, our calendar of activities
has really ramped up with many successful events, cruises and
other fun gatherings.
We were able to hold two very successful Regattas this year with
our Plastic Classic in June and the Home Port Regatta in August.
Many thanks to Race Captain Craig Funabashi and our race pro
Carlos Dubonis for organizing and officiating at these, along with
Kirk Brown for providing the Committee Boat.
When the Social Committee was looking for a volunteer to
organize Summer Bash earlier this year, we were very grateful to
Lynn Statham for stepping-up to take on the challenge – without
really knowing what she was letting herself in for! Lynn did a
wonderful job organizing an enthusiastic group of hard-working
volunteers to pull off a very fun and successful event that raised
over $11,000 for charity. It’s going to be hard to beat!
I would like to thank all those who are helping keep us in shape
with our “Fun-Fit-PRYC” activities that have been added to our
calendar this year. Many thanks to Melessa for launching this
series of activities and leading our fun hikes exploring the
trails of Palos Verdes. We are very fortunate to have member
Sheila Downey lead exercise classes in beautiful Moonstone
Park overlooking the water, and thanks to our own “Lobster
Don” for leading our bike rides up the coastal path (while we
pedal furiously trying to keep up with him…). If you haven’t
participated yet, try one or more of these activities out ???
– it’s a
great way to have some fun with other members while doing
something good for yourself!
Our club cruises to other yacht clubs are always fun affairs,
and this year’s were no exception. I had not realized that our
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Commodore's Log continued...
Fleet Captain Bruce Stafford, along with his lovely wife Toni, has
been arranging these for us for over 20 years! The dock parties
are a great way to relax and enjoy a change of scene followed by
a scrumptious dinner. Thank you so much, Bruce and Toni, for
making these happen for us!
As you can see from the new Member Highlights, we were
fortunate to have again added several new members to the club
over the last few months and it is great to see our club growing
with fun and enthusiastic members who have jumped right in to
participate and help out. Welcome!
We have more fun events planned as we head into the holiday
season and I hope to see many of you at our General Membership
meeting and election in December when we will vote in the
future leaders of our club, while also having a bit of fun with our
traditional Ugly Sweater contest and gift exchange.
In the meantime, keep having fun, stay safe and I wish you and
your families a wonderful holiday season!

Some Words from the
Vice Commodore
By Melessa Humiston,
PRYC Vice Commodore

As the weather is cooling off and the holiday
season comes upon us, I can’t believe the 2021
year is also coming to an end soon. I think
back on all the fun we have had this year, how great our
membership is, and how much we all truly like to be active in our
ocean environment and club events with each other; I feel truly
blessed to be part of PRYC and look forward to many more fun
times.
This is the time of year when we ask members to consider joining
a committee to help keep the fun times rolling. Getting involved
in a PRYC Committee is a great way to ease into leadership,
become familiar with how the club works, and provide the
additional leadership support that enables the Club to function
well. A few committees to consider the Social Committee,
Education Committee, Race Committee, Newsletter Committee
or even create one up special of your own!
The Social Committee are the thinkers and planners of all the
social events held by the Club. Everything from supporting our
classic events to thinking up new events to keep things fresh and
exciting. The Education Committee arranges Club educational
opportunities for the art and science of seamanship such as
anchoring or knot tying, cruising provisioning for racing,
cruising the offshore islands, boat preparation, racing
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Vice Commodore's Log continued...
seminars on rules and procedures, racing tactics, medical emergencies at sea and much
more. The Race Committee is responsible to arrange, take charge of, and act as judge
of all races or regattas held by the Club which includes many aspects too in depth to
list here. The Newsletter Committee are the members out there getting the scoop on
all things PRYC like updates on current and upcoming events, celebrating our members
and community camaraderie, promotion of boating and sailing, and recording the
achievements of the club. If any of these committees sound like your cup of tea, let me
know.
Hope to see you all soon!

Rear Commodore's Corner
By Russ Densmore, PRYC Rear Commodore
Ahoy PRYC Members!
I certainly hope you all have had
the opportunity to check out one of
the club’s newest improvements. It
is a cashless payment system for your drink consumption.
There are numerous table cards in the club where you can
scan the QR code, and pay for your drinks right from your
own smartphone. Just like at a restaurant. This is a new
method of payment we are trying out for the club. It saves
time and money and is Covid-friendly since people don’t
have to touch cash. Follow the instructions and check out at
the end of the night and pay for what you consumed. It’s as
easy as that. I will see you at the club or out on the water!

PYRC MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE:
Full membership with club privileges requires
approval by the Board of Directors, $500
annually, plus an initiation fee.
Sustaining membership is available for regular
members who live beyond a 90-mile radius of the
club. Please email manager@pryc.club for
membership information and an application.
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:
Beautiful Club House Overlooking the
Redondo Beach Marina
Ocean Going Activities for Both Power and
Sail Boats
Social Events and Parties
Reciprocal Privileges with Other Yacht Clubs
Overall, A Great Bunch of Folks to Hang Out
With, All Having a Common Love of the Sea!

Page 3

New Member Highlights

" "
Last year, Joanna joined PRYC member Kevin Herink's
sailing club as the pandemic made her wonder, "I've always
wanted to learn how to sail, why not now?" She's really
enjoyed being out on the water more, the sense of
community gained and she is looking forward to
connecting with and learning from even more people at
PRYC!
Joanna was born in Monterey, California and she grew up
mostly in Northern Virginia before attending college at the
University of Georgia. Joanna is currently based in
Hollywood Hills where she lives with her fiancé, Matt, and
their rescue dog, Shon. She works in marketing for a multinational
professional services company that specializes in cloud computing and also
sings and writes songs (you can find her music on Apple Music, Spotify,
Pandora and basically any music service). When she's not sailing, singing or
cutting a rug on the dance floor at Camp Emerald Bay, she enjoys travel,
hiking and paddle boarding.

I was born and raised in RB and I'm the
proud father of 3 twenty-somethings! I've
been with the Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
for almost 30 years and looking forward to
retiring soon. I love all watersports and
snowboarding in the winter. My partners
Bobbi and Norm Thompson (Fellow PRYC
Members) and I share a 32 foot Carver
Powerboat.

We are in Portofino F- Dock
and welcome all to stop in for
a drink and say hello!

June 2021
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We are so happy to be part of PRYC. It has been a
sail. Covid
dream of ours to learn how to sail
happened and we decided to start looking for a
sail boat. We bought a sail boat last year and are
currently learning how to sail. We really wanted
to be a part of the club to be more involved
in our boat community with like minded people.
We live locally in North Redondo, we have been
married 3 years and together for 7. We enjoy
traveling, meeting new people and being outside!
We look forward to meeting more of you and
making memories!

Ray Oliver

I'm originally from Chicago, which is a great place to be
from, and I moved to California in 1998. I'm a manager of a
business development unit at a commercial insurance
company and have been a resident of Redondo Beach since
1999. My mom, siblings (which I am the eldest of 6), nieces
and nephews all still live in the Chicago area. I joined PRYC
for a few reasons: My boat has been in the Port Royal Marina
for 9 years on C dock and I became friends with several people
there. I have been to the club on several occasions, met some
great people and I want to become a part of that. I also want to
become more active in the boating community and network
with other boaters. Besides sailing, I play racquetball, golf,
play guitar, snow ski, scuba dive and pretty much anything
outdoors. I'm looking forward to becoming more active within
the club and finding a role in which I can participate.

June 2021

Page 5

mb
nttin
nu
New
ew
e
w Members
Mem
bers continued
ccontinu
on
u

Hello everyone!
veryone! I am very excited to join PRYC as
it's literally
ally walkable to my home and I look
forward
my sailing
and
boating
d tto expanding
di
ili
db
ti
community locally! I grew up in Chicago and power
boated on the Great Lakes as a child. After moving
to California I took up sailing, completed the ASA
classes and have completed two Newport to
Ensenada races. I love being on the water whether
that be on a sailboat, powerboat, or my little
dinghy docked in front of the club. I work in
Human Resources and when not working enjoy
sailing and traveling. You'll see me around the
marina or club with my boyfriend Dave. I'm
excited to meet all of you and hopefully crew with
you soon!

I am excited to
o be welcomed to the PRYC! I loo
look
eeting new people and creating
forward to meeting
i
b
great memories. I h
hope to b
be an active
member
of PRYC and help with activities and events. I
am a computer nerd going on 27 years and
a transplant from Florida about 10 years ago. I enjoy being
active, from fishing, hiking, and attempting to snowboard.
Would like to get a regular group of paddleboarders together for
maybe Saturday morning cruise around the harbor and slips.
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I'm a native Californian. I have
a wonderful son
in law
son, daughter
daughter-in-law
and granddaughter (that I love to
watch play volleyball), who live in
Texas. I love gardening and living
near the ocean.
I have so many fun friends
at PRYC and enjoy the
landlubber activities.

Annette Adam

Annette is Canadian, born and raised just north of
Toronto, Ontario. While working with Citibank Canada she
had the opportunity to relocate to sunny California and
moved to Redondo Beach. Initially, the move was for a few
years and after falling for the beach life, she stayed.
Annette enjoyed a great career with Citibank, traveling throughout the US. After a
couple of career moves, she recently moved to a regional bank which allows for more
fun time. Annette enjoys being outdoors, walking, hiking, kayaking and hang with her
friends at the marina. Annette’s favorite holiday is Christmas and always goes home
for a white Christmas. A little snow is fun too with winter hikes and
skiing, then warming up by the fireplace with a little Grand Marnier.
She loves to cook and bring her extended family together for Sunday
night dinners. The family dinners have moved to Saturday night as the
Sunday Fundays at the marina is an awesome way to enjoy the summer.
So much fun. Annette loves being on the water and is looking to take
sailing lessons. If you need a crew member, give her a ring. Annette
looks forward to seeing you at the next Port Royal Yacht Club event.
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Page 7

mb
nttin
nue
New
N
ew Members
Mem
bers continued
con
ue d

Brian is a mechanical engineer who works for Garrett, designing fuel
cells for vehicles and Susan is a dentist with a practice in San Pedro. In
their free time they have both always enjoyed the ocean: snorkeling,
swimming, paddle boarding, scuba diving and fishing. In the last ten
years they have also discovered the love of sailing. Initially they
enjoyed sailing with friends including trips to Catalina and the British
Virgin Islands. Last year they decided to take the
plunge and buy their own boat (the Gypsea). They
named their new boat after their dog Gypsy, who
unfortunately they discovered does not share their
love of sailing and gets seasick! Brian and Susan
are boat neighbors with Barbara Smith and are
looking forward to meeting more people who sail.

Danny is retired and formerly a VP for Magek and Deanna works part
time as a Registered Dental Hygienist. Between the two of them they
have five children and four grandchildren that they try to spend as
much time as possible with. Danny has been sailing for about 40
years. When he was a young boy he saved money from his paperboy
route to buy a small skiff and learned to sail in Redondo Beach.
Deanna started sailing about 15 years ago and together they bought
their Catalina 32 about 10 years ago. A Boa Vida is her name, which
means A Good Life in Portuguese. They love to do Happy Hour
cruises and trips to Catalina Island. Their love of
sailing has taken them on several trips to the
British Virgin Islands with their good friends
Susan & Brian who are also new members. They
are looking forward to making new friends at the
Club and meeting others who also enjoy sailing.
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NEW BOATS ON THE DOCK
By Craig Funabashi, PRYC Race Captain & Staff Commodore

Meet Tropical Breeze
Stephanie & Craig Funabashi are pleased to introduce you to their new sailboat
Tropical Breeze. Although many of you met her when they were a host boat at the
recent Dinghy Crawl over Labor Day weekend. Their signature rum drink was the
“Tropical Breeze” cocktail- So good and so much fun!
She is a 2000 Hunter 310 (31’) found down in Dana Point after a brief search with
a local broker. After some negotiations and repairs, fellow PRYC members, Michael
Leighton and James Collum assisted Craig in the 13-hour trek up to King Harbor. It
was a hazy day spent passing some 40 container ships which seemed a lot at the
time and the oil rigs off Huntington beach.
Hunter sailboats are super easy to sail.
Their unique 3-way (B&R) mast rigging
eliminates the aft stay allowing a larger
main sail and smaller head sail. Combine
auto-pilot with running rigging from the
cockpit and you can practically sail them
single-handed or easily with fresh crew.
“We love the high, out of the way boom
and roomy cockpit seating for friends and
refreshments. Come sail with us soon!”
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NEW BOATS ON THE DOCK II
By Anne Walker, PRYC Member

Anne Walker and her "new" Dehler
The "new" boat is a 2003 Dehler 34. I decided on
this boat after an almost year long search that
took me from an obsession with finding a
Catalina 28 (basically non-existant on the west
coast and even more so during COVID), an
expanded search to Catalinas and Hunters from
30-34, a look into Beneteaus, Jeneaus, and finally
narrowed down to a Hanse or Dehler. Dehler is
made by the same company as Hanse. I like the
way they sail and felt like they are solid boats in
the water. The Dehler 34 is rated for "high seas" (not that I would ever be doing
that!!). This one, named True Blue, is fun to sail. It's sensitive and relatively fast for
a boat that size, with hull speeds up to 8 knots. I really liked how it felt, almost like
a larger version of my little old boat the Tempest (which, by the way, was designed
by the same guy).
Maybe someday, once I get my sea legs and all the
little odds and ends fixed up, I'll be out racing with
it. Even more neat would be to get an all-women's
team to beat the pants off the massive
testosterone-laden I witnessed heading out last
Thursday night! For now, though, I am taking an
ASA 103 class from the city of Redondo and
learning the basics of docking, anchoring, engines,
etc. so any big dreams of racing are way off in the
future! Long and steep learning curve!

Member's Log and Newsletter Submissions
We welcome and encourage member submissions to the newsletter! If you would like to submit
an article, photos, etc. for the Fall issue please send to sandra_mccommon@yahoo.com by
December 22, 2021.
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New Boats on the Dock III: Meet the "Nauti Panda"
By Dave and Pat Timmerman, PRYC Members
Meet the “Nauti Panda” … a nautical play on our first
names, Pat ‘n Dave. The “Nauti Panda” is a 2001 Luhrs 34’
Convertible that matched the priorities on our wish list
related to cruising, fishing, living, sleeping, and
accommodating our four legged child.
The boat ownership experience has already been an
adventure and quite a learning experience. During a three
week period starting in late August, we navigated through personally unchartered
waters as first time boat buyers including:
1. Initiating and closing an international transaction for a boat located in Nanaimo, BC …
without stepping foot on the vessel. Thank goodness for virtual tours, mechanical
inspections, physical surveys, title companies, import specialists, and valuable input
from friends and family.
2. Contingency planning within a tight delivery window from Bellingham, WA (US port
of receipt) to Portland only to discover that the Columbia River Bar is considered the
most dangerous bar crossing in the world and may have a schedule of it’s own. Fact
checkers be sure to Google “most dangerous bar in the world”. :-)
3. Logistical issues associated with having a buyer (Dave) from Los Angeles rendezvous
in Seattle with a captain (Dave’s brother) and deckhand (Dave’s nephew) from Florida
and then driving to Bellingham to take possession from a stranger (seller’s captain)
after clearing US customs.
4. Delivery of an unfamiliar boat across three days/nights with late night stops at
unfamiliar ports in Port Angeles, Gray’s Harbor (an interesting midnight bar crossing),
and finally Portland. These were three days full of various challenges including a
broken radar bracket mount suffered on the seller’s delivery from Nanaimo to
Bellingham, night time fog near the San Juans (with no radar), a near miss with a
whale in the Straight of Juan de Fuca, a clogged fuel filter as well as miraculously soft
contact with a random log in the Pacific, three bar crossings, and nighttime arrivals at
each destination port. Not to mention it’s a little cold in the Pacific Northwest to
have an exposed flybridge as the only helm. Canvas and windows to be ordered this
week!
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New Boats on the Dock III: Meet the "Nauti Panda" cont.
By Dave and Pat Timmerman, PRYC Member
Continuing in the adventurous spirit, we are starting out as live-a-boards in the
Pacific Northwest approximately one thousand miles from home. We are currently
residing at Salpare Bay Marina on Hayden Island in Portland which is probably the
newest and nicest marina in the area. It has floating concrete docks,
restrooms/showers, laundry, WiFi, and direct ethernet connections for creating
even better WiFi with a personal router. It also has access to a private beach on the
Columbia River with a view of Mt. Hood.All this for less than half the cost of a
comparable slip in Redondo.
While the marina does have some nice attributes, it’s not really why we are here.
Our rationale may seem illogical to most as a sports family, it makes perfect sense
to us … or so we keep telling ourselves!Our middle child, Michael, is finishing up his
football and academic career at Pacific University ( ~ 25 miles west of downtown
Portland) and we planned to attend all his games including seven straight in the
PNW starting Oct 2. Thus, it seemed completely logical to buy and live on a boat to
avoid the costs and physical wear/tear associated with the consecutive weekends of
air travel, hotels, car rentals, dog watching, etc. After the season finale in midNovember, it will be time to leave the Nauti Panda in the fresh water of the
Columbia River until next summer … with a few visits planned in between.
Okay, we might be sports fanatics but we’re not “that” crazy, and there is more to
the story. Next summer, we plan to briefly relocate the boat to Astoria, Oregon.
From there, our goal is to cruise up the Pacific coast to the Straight of Juan de Fuca
and explore the San Juan Islands, Puget Sound, Victoria BC, and other destinations
along the Canada / USA border for a couple of months. Looking towards Fall 2022,
we hope to make our way down the coast and eventually dock the Nauti Panda
alongside our friends at PRYC.
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By Sandra McCommon, PRYC Newsletter Editor
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PRYC Labor Day Dinghy Crawl
By Sue Morgan, PRYC Director
We are happy to report that the September 5th Labor Day Weekend Dinghy
Crawl/ Poker Run was a big success! Of course, when all that’s required is visiting
different boats around the harbor to eat, drink, and have a chance to win a bunch of
money, it’s pretty hard to fail. Mother nature even chipped in, giving us a beautifully
warm and sunny day.
We had sixty-some Crawlers turn out to enjoy the festivities and try their luck. The six
host boats, all vying for the Best Boat Drink award, were:
Truly Blessed - Zeke & Terri with Don & Cathy serving the Slippery Nipple
Sierra Vista - Jim & Sandra serving the Summer Sail Away
Chiquita - Harry & Janis serving the Blue Mermaid
Inspiration - Rudy & Tony serving the Strawberry Cloud
Kalapaki - Terry & Anne serving Red, White & Beer
Tropical Breeze - Craig & Stephanie serving, of course, the Tropical Breeze
Each Host Boat also provided some really delicious appetizers to fuel the Crawlers (and
help absorb some of the alcohol) so they could complete the rounds and draw a card at
each boat. Everyone succeeded and no one got wet!
Post-Crawl, the festivities reconvened up at the Club where Brad & Randi provided
delicious Tri-Tip and Chicken Sliders and salads to re-fuel the crawlers while the Best
Boat Drink votes and Poker Hands were tallied. The winners.... (drum roll please)... were
Rudy & Tony’s Strawberry Cloud, and Patrick’s Four of a Kind, which were threes.
Rumor has it that the festivities continued on through the evening and there may have
been some karaoke involved. All we know is a good time was had and we’ll look forward
to more Dinghy Crawl/Poker Runs next year!
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PRYC 2021 Club Cruises
By Bruce Stafford, PRYC Fleet Captain

Every summer for the last 20 or so years PRYC has traveled by sea (and
land) to visit other yacht clubs in the Southern California area on cruises
arranged by Fleet Captain Bruce Stafford and his first mate Toni. Usually
we travel to clubs on weekends when their members have gone on a
cruise and they have open slips available for us. This past summer we
visited three clubs and had a great turnout for each of them.
In June we cruised to Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club in San Pedro basin. We had five boats make
the journey by sea and a large turnout that drove down for the Saturday dock party and
dinner at the club. In total we had 45 people for dinner in the club and a quiet after-dinner
gathering on the guest dock with the guys getting into cigars and telling tall tales.
In July we made the short cruise to California Yacht Club in Marina del Rey. This cruise had
four boats come by sea and lots of land cruisers for the dock party and dinner at the CYC
clubhouse. There were 35 members and guests for the dinner at the fabulous club restaurant
as we watched the sun set through the spacious windows of the club dining room.
In August we cruised to the Long Beach Yacht Club in beautiful Alamitos Bay. For this
cruise, members Larry and Annie Schneider brought their 82ft Burger yacht “Kinship” and
tied up at the LBYC long dock, along with three other boats from our club. After the usual
rousing dock party Saturday afternoon, 36 cruisers went for dinner at the club. After dinner
many members went to Larry’s boat for drinks and cigars on the flybridge. As a special
treat, we watched a full moon rise over Alamitos Bay for a perfect ending to a great day.
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Game Nights

By Carol Smith, PRYC Commodore
It’s been great to add to our activities at the club this year with the introduction of several
“Games Nights”. Brad Rendell has been hosting a “just for fun” poker night on Tuesdays for
some while and we started-up a “Bridge Club” that plays each week on Tuesday or
Wednesday. What started as a bunch of enthusiastic beginners has evolved into a fun
evening where we flex our memory and mental muscles while trying to out-bid each other.
Lisa Griffin recently launched a very popular “Bunco Night” at the club which was followed
by another successful evening hosted by Stephanie Funabashi. Look out for the notices on
Facebook or reach out to any of our organizers if you are interested in joining in. If you
have a favorite game of your own that you would like to host, then select any open day on
the calendar and get the word out!

FUN-FIT-PRYC

By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Vice Commodore
Fun~Fit~PRYC is going strong with walks, hikes,
full-body workouts, and bike rides! We are having
fun while burning some calories and keeping fit.
Please join us soon!
Or alternatively, maybe you would like to lead an
activity? Any favorite activity you like to do,
others may like to do too. We can try it one time or
try it several times. It would be great if we could
get a weekend group activity going. Anyone
inspired to lead a weekend morning
paddle/sailing/tennis/golf group? Contact Melessa
at manager@pryc.club
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THANKSGIVING OFFICER OF THE DAY OPPORTUNITY!
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Vice Commodore

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR & COOKIE EXCHANGE
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Vice Commodore
This Christmas season PRYC will be having
our 2nd Annual Christmas Bazaar and
Cookie Exchange on Sunday Dec 12, 2-5 PM.
It's a fun time to shop for unique Christmas
gifts, share your special holiday baked
goods in a cookie exchange, and spread
some holiday cheer with your PRYC friends.
Stay tuned for more details on the cookie
exchange.
We are currently looking for artists,
artisans, crafters, or vendors to sell their
creations at our bazaar. Do you know
anyone or are you one of them? Contact
Melessa or Barbara L. at
manager@pryc.club
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By Anne Walker, PRYC Member
On Saturday September 18th Port Royal Yacht Club held a Coastal Cleanup Day of its
very own. Twenty members spent a few hours scanning the perimeter of the club,
collecting a total of 126 pounds of garbage (the actual weight was probably way more
since the scale did not appear to be accurate). The items collected ranged from plastic
bottles, cans, plastic bags and food containers to a set of towels from a former
homeless encampment. Four members set out by kayaks and dinghys. The prize for the
most garbage collected went to Sue and Michael Morgan who brought in over 30
pounds. All of their garbage was collected in the staff parking lot of the Cheesecake
Factory. They also found the most unusual item: a dinghy seat and a part from an
automobile (bumper?). Heal the Bay was notified about the Cheesecake Factory litter.
All in all it was a successful event made even more fun by an OD
which followed, given by Vince Dorn! Vince supplied subs, drinks,
chips, and dessert for a very hungry crew. Thank you Vince!!

Advertise in our Newsletter!!
Business card-sized ads cost $20 an edition & larger sized ads are also available. If
interested, please email a copy of your business card to Sandra_mccommon@yahoo.com.
Payments can be made at our PRYC website at PRYC Newsletter - Port Royal Yacht Club
and click on the payment link to pay by credit card.
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Summer Bash 2021
By Lynn Statham, PRYC Member
Amazing night, very organized, beautiful and great event are just some
of the comments from our members and guests at Summer Bash 2021.
We raised lots of money thru Live and Silent Auctions as well as donations and raffle
tickets. This monies are being donated to City 2 Sea and Marine Mammal Rescue. City 2
Sea also made a visit to our event.
We dined on grilled teriyaki chicken, kalua pork, Hawaiian rice, salads and rolls all
under the stars at our Hawaiian Luau.
A BIG Shout Out, to all of our amazing volunteers, from the committee members and
families, our set-up and break down volunteers as well as everyone who donated time,
energy, money and gifts to this event. It could not have happened during this difficult
Covid time without all of you. A Big thank you to each and everyone of you!!!
We look forward to seeing you all next year at Summer Bash 2022
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Camp Emerald Bay

By Sandra McCommon, PRYC Newsletter Editor
An Emerald Bay cruise wasn't originally planned this
year, but when the opportunity came up due
to a cancellation members rallied and leadership stepped up and made it happen!
Cabins, tents and moorings were reserved with PRYC friends and family joining in to
fill the camp for the weekend.
Weekend camp activities included Archery, Skeet Shooting, Kayaking, Paddle Boarding,
PMSC Aquarium, Snorkeling and Hiking. Club Happy Hour on Friday and Saturday
nights were a hit. One key highlight of the weekend was the band that played Saturday
night. The weather was beautiful and a good time was had by all!
Special thanks to Jodi Masters-Gonzales for organizing, coordinating and
communicating all of the details to make this weekend happen. She even found a last
minute replacement band when the original band had to cancel. Thank you also to Carol
Smith for managing all of the invoicing for the over 80 attendees.
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Oktoberfest
By Melessa Humiston, PRYC Vice Commodore
What else can be said about an event that is centered around beer, brats, and the
chicken dance, other than, "that was hilarious and so much fun"! It really was.
Ruth and Walt Healy set a scene straight out of Munich, from a beer stein holding
contest, beer chugging/sucking contest, beer holding race, to chicken dancing all
around. Thanks Ruth and Walt for hosting and all who helped with set up and take
down, it was a great evening and fun was had by all.
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Member's Log: My Trip to Namibia June 2021
By Amy Myers, PRYC Associates Member '93
I had planned a trip to Namibia to go Lion Tracking with my friend
Charlotte in 2020 but then the Pandemic struck and everything got
canceled. When travel opened up we transferred our trip to June 2021.
Our first stop was Okonjima, home of the Africat Foundation. Big cats,
Cheetahs, leopards and lions who had gotten too accustomed to villages
and farms or who were injured were transferred here to live out their lives.
The area is a still wild but but it is a fenced in territory. All the other desert
animals lived here too ….giraffes, rhinos, jackals, springbok and hyenas to
name a few. They even had a few extremely shy and endangered pangolins
that they are researching and tracking. Tragically they are being poached for their scales. At
Okonjima they tag all their big cats and feed them so they’re not accustomed to killing prey
unlike in game parks.
While we were there, we tracked a White Rhino, who was snorting and
threatening another White Rhino. We quietly single file trekked away
from that situation….not that the Rhino was snorting at us, but we
didn’t want to be in the midst of their altercation.
The next day we had a visit with the vet. All of the big cats in the park
are required by law to have a yearly physical. Scamp the Cheetah
would be the patient while we were there….but first we had to get him
and bring him in. All the animals wear collars so it was easy to find
Scamp, the vet stood up in the back of the truck and precisely darted
him. It didn’t take long for Scamp to pass out. We helped helped the
guys lift him into the truck…. he was dead weight and pretty heavy.
His coat was kind of a rough texture but so gorgeous. Once we put him onto the metal table
in the lab, it was time for his exam. They put a black hood over his head and a piece of PVC
pipe in his jaw to keep his mouth open. Charlotte and I each
were given wire dog brushes to get the burs out and groom
his coat. Meanwhile the Dr. was doing a complete physical
….he did an ultrasound on his kidneys, did a dental exam
and put in a catheter. After the exam, he was given a wake
up drug and immediately put in the box for transport. After
lunch, we took him to be released. Scamp came tearing out
of there! He ran so fast all four legs were off the ground. I
had my camera ready to get a picture of him and he had
already come running right past me…..I didn’t even see him!
Later that night we were lucky to see the rare endangered Pangolin coming out of his den.
And then later we saw a scavenging Hyena that followed us to the truck until Jason the guide
stood his ground and shoed him away.
Next day we were off to track Black Rhinos, smaller and rarer and more aggressive than the
White ones, also more elusive. We were specially hoping to see Mark, a baby that Charlotte had
“adopted”. Jason, our guide was an excellent tracker and relentless. We searched, off roading
over the wildest terrain….for two days! Just as we were about
to turn back and return to camp, who came charging over the
hill but Tekka, a male Black Rhino! Jason revved the motor
and Honked the horn and he turned back. He stood his
ground though and tried again! This time as he retreated who
came walking from the back of the hillside but Mona and
Mark, the mom and Charlotte’s adopted baby! So we got to
see the whole family. In the wild the animals are much more
elusive and to spot them you have to be experienced and
persistent.
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Member's Log: My Trip to Namibia June 2021 cont.
By Amy Myers, PRYC Associates Member '93
Even though we stayed in tented camps, they were quite
comfortable with cots, bucket showers, yummy meals from
the mobile food truck…vodka tonics and wine with dinner.
We were not really roughing it! We traveled again to another
location for Lion tracking. Almost all of the time we were on
dirt roads. We’d pass little farms, see giraffes and Springbok,
sometimes Oryx and zebras.

We met up with Dr. Flip, who lives in his specially equipped
van/lab for 325 days a year studying desert lions. He is a
foremost authority and conservationist. We were to help him
track some specific lions and possibly collar one. On our way
into camp, we spotted a female. Her ribs were showing form
lack of food. Namibia had had a severe drought so food was
sparse, but shortly before we came, they finally had a good
rainy season. Later we found her again and she had caught some prey! We watched her drag
it back to the grasses to eat. What a thrill! Even though Flip is out there, and
familiar with most of the lions, he doesn’t interfere with them, other than to collar them
for research.
We tried for two nights to find a lion Flip wanted to collar. We parked in a spot overlooking
the river watching and waiting and drinking champagne. Unfortunately Flip was unable to
collar the lion, which we would have been able to watch closely. But on the way out as we
were leaving, a whole pride of lions came walking across the hillside. Jason knew exactly
where they were going and we drove down to the river and waited.
What a magnificent sight! They were all very healthy and huge! Especially the larger male.
We were as close to them as I would want to be. Six of them were lounging in the grasses by
the water. Tracking the animals, you are not as certain to see the amount and the number
of species that you see at the game parks so it is a different experience to finding the more
elusive inhabitants of the desert. We did a lot of driving on difficult terrain to find the
animals but it was worth it.
We drove back from camping in the wilderness and boarded a small plane to the
Desert Ridge Lodge in Sossusvlie. After being in the wild it was a real treat to be in this
incredible resort. We were welcomed like family and made to feel right at home. The
highlight of the stay is the Sossusvlei Dunes. Due to COVID, the dunes were empty. Usually
busloads of people come to climb them. The red dunes cover the mountains with deep red
sands that have been blowing from the desert. They are really cool! It was too hard for me
to climb the biggest one but I made it up one of the smaller ones. But what I liked the most
were the desert drives. The morning and the evening light on the landscape was
spectacular. I loved the sunset Sundowners. Huge herds of Oryx and Springbok and Zebras
live in this harsh but magical landscape. This was such a fabulous way to end our
journey…..now back home on a thirty six hour plane ride.
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Member's Log: Wheeler’s Summer Cruise Part I
San Diego to Mission Bay to Oceanside
By Zeke Wheeler, PRYC Staff Commodore '99
Zeke and Terri Wheeler have been PRYC members since 1999. Zeke was Commodore in 2003
and Terri was Club Secretary from 2000 to 2003. They raised their children in Westchester
(LAX area) and moved to the desert in 2002 to Bermuda Dunes Country Club, 22 miles East
of Palm Springs. They are sustaining members and try to make it to the PRYC opening day
and a few events during the summer when they visit on their 370 Aft-Cabin 1999 SeaRay
named TRULY BLESSED.
This Part I article describes Zeke’s portion of their annual summer Cruise from their
homeport, Sunroad Resort Marina on Harbor Island (just purchased for $84 Million and
renamed “Safe Harbor Sunroad” Marina) with stops in Mission Bay and Oceanside Harbor.
LEG #1: MISSION BAY, SAN DIEGO - July 14-16, 2021: Zeke cruised from Harbor Island
around Point Loma to Mission Bay and to a great 3-day free anchorage called Bonita Cove in
Mariner’s Basin. WARNING: When cruising around Point Loma to enter San Diego Bay stay
at least one to 1.5 miles offshore to avoid heavy seaweed. Stay between the Red and Green
Markers as you enter San Diego Bay. San Diego's water wonderland, Mission Bay Park is a
4,600-acre aquatic saltwater playground and the largest of its kind in the world.
Surrounded by 27 miles of
shoreline, with a variety of
waterways, inlets and islets to
explore, Mission Bay is bordered by
several beach communities, each
with their own distinct vibe. You
will quickly discover that this
bustling bay area is action packed
from sunup to sundown and offers
an amazing number of things to do.
Zeke & Terri highly recommend
you travel by boat with a dinghy if
possible and experience this
beautiful Bay, as there is so much
to do that you need at least 3 days
to a week here.
Following are a few of their favorite places and things to do in Mission Bay:
1. Seaworld: A must visit for the entire family for all who visit Mission Bay in San Diego
2. Belmont Park: A historic oceanfront amusement park that opened on July 4, 1925. This
park offers rides, attractions, oceanfront views and boardwalk, food, parties, special
events and endless fun for children and adults. The 1925 wooden roller coaster called The
Big Dipper and the large indoor swimming pool, called The Plunge are both historically
protected. Over 2.5 million visitors visit each year.
3. Paradise Point: A favorite spot to visit by dinghy and have lunch or dinner with guests.
4. Dana Hotel’s Firefly Eatery & Bar: Many lunches and a few dinners were enjoyed on the
patio overlooking the pool and Dana Harbor. A wonderful place to relax and enjoy the view
5. Bahai Resort: Zeke and Terri enjoyed many meals here when anchored in Bahai Cove
where they would take their dinghy to the sandy beach and walk across the highway to
this beautiful resort. They also have great piano and other entertainment.
6. Strolling along Mission Bay and the Ocean Boardwalk: This was one of our favorite
things to do. We loved seeing all the unique homes and along the Bay and the Boardwalk.
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Member's Log: Wheeler’s Summer Cruise cont.
San Diego to Mission Bay to Oceanside
By Zeke Wheeler, PRYC Staff Commodore '99

LEG 2: OCEANSIDE HARBOR - July 16-17, 2021: Zeke left Mission Bay after 2 nights and
traveled to Oceanside Harbor. This took only 3.5 hours at 8 miles per hour on Truly
Blessed. He stayed 3/4 to 1 mile offshore and it was a beautiful day to cruise. First stop
was at Oceanside Yacht Club’s Visitors Dock and a walk to the clubhouse to see about
staying a couple of nights at their visitors’ dock. Unfortunately a reciprocal club had the
dock booked for the next 3 nights. Harbor Patrol was called, and they could put Zeke up
for one night only. Everything worked out perfectly when Zeke called Dana West Yacht
Club in Dana Point and they informed him that they had a free guest dock open the next
night and they would like to welcome him to their annual July St. Pat’s party on Saturday
evening, July 17th. While at Oceanside, Zeke
walked over to the Lighthouse area and visited all
the little shops along the bay. Walking back to his
boat, he stopped at a recommended restaurant
named Oceanside Broiler, and had a great dinner
meal. Great location, great wait staff and great
food! Zeke & Terri highly recommend you visit
Oceanside Harbor as it’s a busy harbor and lots of
fun to visit all the bayside shops and restaurants.

Hope you enjoyed this Part I of our Summer Cruise. Part II will Cover Dana Point Harbor &
Newport Beach Harbor. God Bless each of you and Happy Boating PRYC members & guests!
Author- Zeke Wheeler 760.409.7630
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