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Commodore Zeke’s Comments  

New Member: A special welcome 
to our new members, Steve and Ming 
Inzunza, whose application was ap-
proved at our October Board of Di-
rectors meeting. Please help us wel-
come them at our Halloween Party 
on Saturday, November 1. All PRYC 
members are invited to participate in 
this fun event. 

Club Fun: Mark your calendar now for 
our big Halloween Dinner Party on No-
vember 1. Special tricks and treats for all 
members and guests!! Attention all 
members including non-boat owners, 
please sign up for the annual Lobster 
Bash at the Isthmus on Catalina Island 
on November 21-23. This is a special 
event with plenty of fun and food includ-
ing fresh Southern California Lobster 
supplied by our own expert dive team 
and PRYC members Lobster Don and 
Cathy Mueller.   
Club News: Club Usage Policy: Our 
club usage policy/application is in 
the reservation book and in the club 
policy book above stereo system. To 
book a date for your event, PLEASE:  

                                                     

1. Call Club Manager Tom Vavrek 
310.545.7008 or Commodore Zeke Wheeler 
310.686.3560 to discuss & coordinate prior 
to signing in book.  

2.    Fill out application and Pay $150.00 deposit 
to “PRYC Treasurer” and give to Club 
Manager or leave in register with signed ap-
plication.  

3.    Pay all fees at least one week before event. 
Nominating Committee for 2004 Officers: At the 
last board meeting, Jr. Staff  Commodore/ Club Mgr 
Tom Vavrek, Staff Commodore/ Treasurer Don 
Mueller and Judge Advocate Sue Mayer were ap-
pointed to work with Vice Commodore Dave Cole-
man on member candidates to be elected to serve as 
officers of the club for 2004. Elections will be held 
on Saturday, December 6, 2003. Here is your chance 
to make a positive influence on behalf of PRYC. 
The nominating committee welcomes your interest 
to serve!                                
Special Volunteer: This month on behalf of the en-
tire membership, I want to express our sincere ap-
preciation to Director Larry Brown. Larry serves our 
club with fresh local fish and on a daily basis over-
sees the maintenance, security, beverage inventory 
and general club operations. He sets a great example 
and we appreciate his honesty and sincere dedica-
tion at serving and improving our club. On behalf 
of the Officers and all PRYC members, a BIG 
THANK YOU goes to Larry Brown! Your efforts 
are sincerely appreciated!              
 Commodore Zeke Wheeler 
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LOBSTER CRUISE to the 
ISTHMUS 

 
Our annual lobster cruise to the Isthmus is scheduled Nov 22, 23 this year. That is the weekend before 
Thanksgiving. The usage of the Isthmus area is very light that time of the year and we should have the 
run of the place. Saturday night the 22nd is the big lobster beach bash. We will have a big supply of 
lobsters (I have divers scheduled for Saturday) and plenty of other stuff including ribs. Last year sev-
eral people went over on the Express and rented cabins on the island. So don’t let the lack of a work-
ing boat deter you. We are putting a sign up sheet at the club.  
 
The Sat dinner will be a potluck so if everyone brings a side dish to feed at least the number of people 
in their party we will have plenty of food and a wide variety. If you don’t know what to bring, we will 
tell you after you sign up, that way we can have all bases covered. Also we are asking every one to 
bring some wood for our bon-fire. Bring your own drinks and some to share. We will decide later 
where we should try and get moorings. 
 
So if you want a good time and lots of lobster to eat, mark this on your 
calendar and sign up at the club.  
 
Hope to see you all there. 

BOARD and OFFICER POSITIONS OPEN 
 
Are you looking for a fun and rewarding position? If so, please consider getting involved as a board 
member or officer of the club. All regular members in good standing are eligible for these positions. 
You can see the positions by looking at the pictures and titles of the board on the wall at the club.  
 
The commodore has appointed a nominating committee to nominate a slate of directors and officers 
for the 2004 season. If you have the desire to be more involved with the club and have a voice in the 
decision making process, please step forward and let your nominations committee know. The com-
mittee is headed by Staff Commodore Tom Vavrek and includes Staff Commodore Don Mueller and 
member Sue Meyer as members. Please let any of us know if you are interested in a board or officer 
position. The committee is charged with the responsibility to put together a slate to be voted on by 
the members at our general membership meeting in December. The new slate of officers and direc-
tors takes office right after the vote at the general meeting.  
 
The board of directors meets one night a month (Currently the 2nd Wed. of the month at the club at 6 
pm). The meetings last from 1 hour up to 2 hours long depending on the issues being considered. It 
is at these meeting where decisions are made on the operation of the club. Everything from the club 
rules, the bar operations, and how to spend our money is decided by the board at these meetings. If 
you want a voice in these matters, you need to volunteer and participate. 
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             Buccaneer Day this year was October 4 at  
Two Harbors on Catalina Island.  Several of our mem-
bers were there to help celebrate with lots of food, 
grog, beer, and dancing!   
 
             Only one of our members fell in the water, but 
we ALL had a GREAT time.  Actually, this was an 
excellent warm-up for our costume contest at PRYC’s 
Halloween Party Saturday, November 1st. 

Craig Allsopp, Haidee and Graham Grice celebrate their 
October birthdays. 
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Red Tide a.k.a HAB 
 
In September I was flying to Arizona. It was a perfect clear blue day. As the plane turned east 
over the ocean, in the midst of all that blue green water there was a gigantic splotch of red. It 
looked like the color of blood and it seemed to reach from here to Catalina. It didn’t look real, I 
thought it was some kind of optical illusion, but what I saw was Red Tide. I had heard of Red 
Tide before but I didn’t know too much about it so I looked into it and this is what I found out.: 
 
What is Red Tide/HAB? 
Although it is called red tide, that is a misnomer because it isn’t a tide and it can be yellow, 
brown, green or blue as well. In reality when microscopic algae multiply (bloom) in massive 
quantities, they actually color the water, causing a Harmful Algal Bloom. Common ones around 
here are a type of phytoplankton called Dinoflagellates.  HAB’s have always occurred in nature 
in all parts of the world but in the recent decades they have been spreading and getting larger 
and are threatening coastal areas all over the globe. 
 
What are Dinoflagellates? 
They are single celled organisms that behave similar to plants. They can use sunlight to do pho-
tosynthesis and make their own food. When a bloom occurs, they can cover the ocean surface, 
blocking out the sunlight to other marinelife and other dinoflagellates. The ones that can’t get to 
the light can adapt to living in the dark, but they deplete all the oxygen from the water which 
can suffocate the other animals. Some of the dinoflagellates have sharp spines that can clog the  
fish gills and cause infections that can lead to death. Any animals that eat the dead fish would 
be ingesting toxins it carried. Toxins from dinoflagellates wouldn’t affect us if we’re exposed to 
them directly but the toxins “biomagnify” as they proceed up the food chain. A sea lion that has 
eaten a fish that has eaten a smaller fish that has eaten the dinoflagellates could be exposed to a 
lethal dosage. Dinoflagllates not only can be toxic or suffocating in mass quantities. They are 
also responsible for the wonderful light shows we’ve had in the water. Most of them make their 
own biochemical light. 
 
Who turned on the lights? 
Even though Red Tides can be pretty nasty, all those excess dinoflagellates are responsible for 
the amazing light shows we were seeing in the ocean at night. All those millions of single cell 
organisms give off enough bioluminescence to power trails of light from anything movement in 
the water. Bioluminescence created underwater fireworks from a school of darting fish. A 
swimming sea lion trailed his ghost behind him. Every water movement made a different dis-
play. It was very cool to paddle around in a dinghy to view the show. I enjoyed seeing the gon-
dola gliding by and watching the pelicans making a big glow-in-the-dark splash.  
 
How did the blooms get out of hand? 
There appears to be some manmade catalysts that are causing more serious blooms, among 
them.: 
? Ballast water from ocean going ships –carries organisms from other places   
? Groundwater runoff from farm and urban overpopulation- nitrogen and phosphorous from 

waste and fertilizers seem to increase blooms 
? Global warming- changes in currents and water temperatures 
? Offshore drilling as well spills put excess nitrogen in the ocean 
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These activities set the stage for HABs, but because there are so many species of organisms 
with unique characteristics, from different places, there are many factors to consider when con-
ducting a study. However there does appear to be correlation with the above activities. 
 
 
 
Consequences of HABs 
As we’ve seen from the struggles of the animals in our own marina, HABs can be very destruc-
tive. Resident Garibaldis lay dead on the surface along with other neighborhood fish. The crabs 
that lived on the rocks climbed out of the water looking for air. Octopus came out to die. It was 
so sad to see them so helpless (except for the birds who had instant dinner- but they might get 
sick from any toxins present in the fish.) Unfortunately, we are just one example of how these 
booms are spreading to more coastlines, and becoming bigger and more frequent all over the 
world. They are destructive in loss of revenues as well as to the environment and our marin-
elife. Scientists are addressing the problems and anything we can do to stop coastal pollution is 
something. 
 
—–Contributed by Amy Meyers 
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