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Commodore’s Comments
You must have noticed that the club is
looking lighter, brighter, neater, and shinier in the last couple of weeks. It’s due to
the magnificent efforts of a fantastic crew
who participated in Club Clean-up Day,
April 2.
Walls were painted, glass was
cleaned, brass was polished, burgees were
laundered, wall décor was upgraded and
reorganized.
Thanks are owed to Sue Meyer,
Jim Zeitler, Helen Morgan, Pat Paxson,
Jack Laisure, Jill & Lou Toth, Tree Curtis,
Mike McCarthy, Tom Vavrek, Gale &
Andy Davidson. Andy didn’t paint or
clean, but he did fix us a great dinner.
Opening Day was a resounding
success. Not only did the club look better
than it has ever looked, with flower arrangements by Sue, Helen, and Gale. We
also need to thank the people who set up
the chairs, the sound system, and the food.
Rich Morgan set out some unique hors
d’oeuvres and traditional munchies were
provided too. Judy Vavrek ,Terri Wheeler
Pat Paxson were a great help in cleaning
up after the festivities

At precisely 1500 hours, the windows were
rattled as that fearless cannoneer, Bob Carlson, fired off the first volley to call the
Opening Day Ceremonies to order. Jr. Staff
Commodore Dave Coleman called upon the
U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Officers Barbara de Cuir &
Trent Kelly to present the Colors. Then
Chaplain Carolyn Coleman gave the invocation.
Atter the Redondo Beach City Officials gave
us their blessings, Penny Vowles introduced
officers from other clubs and we began to
realize the effect that joining SCYA had on
our attendance. Never before has this club
had so many visitors from other yacht clubs.
Dick Krebs was honored for his service to the club. Mark Hansen was recognized for his help and support in our attaining SCYA membership. Dave Coleman was
inducted into the International Order of the
Blue Gavel.
the Commodore extolled the value of
“messing about in boats” and then announced the commissioning of Port Royal
Yacht Club for the 2005 Season.
Afterwards, there were champagne
toasts up in the clubhouse and more hors
d’oeuvres, including mini sandwiches featuring the Davidson Signature Tri Tips.
Our little clubhouse was very
crowded with dignitaries and time after time
we received compliments on the looks, the
atmosphere, the hospitality our club offers.
Very gratifying.
All I can say is Thanks, Thanks,
Thanks! To all who helped make this such a
wonderful day!
And remember! CINCO DE MAYO
Party & MEMORIAL DAY CRUISE to
Santa Barbara Island.
Sincerely,
Russ Morgan, Commodore
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Notes from the Secretary’s desk
Opening Day was an obvious success and at the April
board meeting we were enthusiastic about welcoming
our new members and reveling in the positive comments from old and new members plus many pleasant
comments from the visiting dignitaries.
At he meeting this month we voted in four new memberships. 1.. Rick Thompson lives in Redondo and
works for direct TV. His boat’s name is Britannia and
he is interested in participating in our cruise committee, Steve Inzunza is his sponsor. 2. Robert Milligan
and his wife, Cecelia, live in Rolling Hills Estates,
they are retired. Their boat is “Voyager”, a Bristol 24
outboard in C29 slip. They are also interested in the
cruise committee. 3. Jerry and Holly Hunter, live in
Hermosa Beach. He is a retired sportsman and is interested in house committee stuff. 4. John Dean and
Nancy are also members of Redondo Beach Yacht
Club. They are both involved in racing and will bring
something new from that direction into our club. John
owns Midnight Run just down from the club on B
dock. Welcome to all of you, we hope you enjoy our
clubs activities and the great company of our other
members.
We are working hard at our budget for the year, we are
on sound financial footing and want to remain that
way.
SCYA news. Now that we are official members, the
board is making a real effort to get involved with that
organization as well as looking forward to joining the
Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Club. Your
commodore will be going the ASMBYC meeting next
month as well as a Blue Gavel luncheon. This will all
help promote our club’s recognition around the southland. Cinco de Mayo celebration is coming up on
May 7th. It will be fantastic.
Plastic Classic advertising is going well, flyers and
entry forms have been sent out to all major clubs in
the area.
Capitol Improvements are clearly visible in the club.
Not only has the club been painted, but we also have a
new TV stand, new bulletin boards, a new bar set up
and our mascot mariner has a new red lamp shade.
Our club constitution has been in revision for two
years now. We hope to get it out for a general membership vote this year. The board is working on it
Officer of the Day list has 3 slots open, see Vice Commodore Sue Meyer for details and to sign up for your
day.
Helen Morgan, Secretary

Pirates Alphabet
A: Ehhhhhhh? -- "What's that?"
B: Are -- as in "Be ye ready to surrender?"
C: Si, si! -- To a Spanish pirate, "Yes!"
E: Eeeeee! -- "Maaaaaaaaybe . . . "
I: Aye -- "Yes!"
L: 'Ell -- A destination, as in, "To L with
you, matey!"
O: Oh! -- "Oh!"
Q: Queue -- A sailor's pigtail, usually tarred.
R: Arrrrrr! -- A general expression of glee.
T: Tea -- A very inferior substitute for grog.
Z: Zee -- To a French pirate, "the."
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Clean-up
Day
2005!
SCRUBA-SCRUBA-SCRUBA!

POLISH– POLISH—POLISH!

Who took my beer!

Will it ever end?

Pat & Mike (sounds like an Irish
joke) paint beams.

What a crew!

Hey! Ya missed a spot!

Finishing touches!

Keep smilin’!

Wielding a wicked roller!

The reward! Andy serves up
Barbeque Pork Roast!
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COMMODORE’S ADDRESS
I want to extend my personal welcome to all of you who decided to attend our Opening Day
Ceremony. I think it’s a good place to be on a beautiful Sunday afternoon. We like the sea a lot
and we believe with all our heart those immortal words from Kenneth Graham’s Wind in the
Willows. “There is nothing---“ Ratty says to Mole, “Absolutely nothing--- half so much worth
while as simply messing about in boats.”
But there’s more to it than that. I’m looking out over a sea of faces, and finding so
many who have extended a helping hand to our club. And I remember another worthwhile reason for messing about in boats: Boaters are basically good people.
Port Royal has a motto. It’s in the banner of our monthly newsletter and it goes like
this: “Port Royal Yacht Club-- A friendly, casual, fun-loving group devoted to social and boating activities.” That’s a perfect definition of Port Royal Yacht Club. And come to think of it,
it’s not a bad definition of the Corinthian Spirit. Good people!
Opening Day is a time of renewal. In the coming season, we will repeat our old favorite
activities: Cruises to the islands and to other yacht clubs, parties celebrating the holidays, barbeques and fundraisers for good causes.
But this Opening Day also launches our club into uncharted waters. We will
experience things we have never experienced before. For one thing, we have, at long last, finally been granted membership in the Southern California Yachting Association. We are very
proud and happy and excited about that. This ends a period of isolation and involves us in a
larger community and more possibilities. The process continues as we move toward joining the
Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs. We are well on our way toward achieving that
Another new thing. We are going to host a race! Something this club hasn’t done in a
long time. In case you haven’t heard, it’s called the Plastic Classic Regatta and it’s only for fiberglass sailboats designed, but not necessarily built, in 1980 or before. Hey, if you want to
enter, there’s entry forms up in the club. Or go to our website: www.pryc.us and you can
download it. The idea of the Plastic Classic came to us from up north. The Bay View Boat
Club of San Francisco has run this race for twenty years and has chosen us to put on a Southern
California edition of it. And it is astounding how much these people are willing to help us
make it happen. We didn’t even know their club existed until our Staff Commodore Graham
Grice brought their secretary down to pitch the idea to us. They’re not making a nickel out of
it. Yet they’re coming down with carloads of equipment and expertise to make the race happen.
Boaters are good people.
So that’s how the year 2005 is shaping up. A combination of the old, the familiar, and
the comfortable spiced up with the new, the unknown, and the exciting. I do believe it’s going
to be a good year for messing about in boats.
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16th
Annual
Opening Day
Ceremonies
A Friendly Greeting from Jill & Lou

This gentleman will get your attention.

≈Paying Respect to Our Flag≈

Words of Support from the Mayor Pro Tem, Councilman Cagle, and Port Captain Adam Thomas

Dave Coleman Inducted into IOBG

Mary Bacon, V.C. of SCYA
&
Mark Hansen, a good friend of PRYC

Extolling the virtues of
“Messing about in Boats”

Saying it
With Flowers

A Toast to Helen

Jr. Staff Commodore Dave Coleman
Receives a token of our Esteem
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