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Commodore’s
Comments

Greetings PRYC members and
welcome to our 25th year. Let’s
make this year our best year ever!
Your Board has been busy planning
for club improvements, social
events, and cruises.
As we begin 2015 we have a full
slate of events. Everyone should
have received our event calendar
by now either through Facebook or
email.
Put the dates on your
calendars so you do not miss and
of our parties or cruises. Check the
event calendar often as club cruises

will be added as they are scheduled. Also be on the lookout for
some special events.
We had a very nice installation dinner and everyone had a great
time. Our next event was the Super Bowl / Chili Cook-off. All the
chilies were very good and this year’s winner was …., can you
guess, LOU TOTH. This was followed by a very exciting Super
Bowl game. Thank you to everyone that attended these events.
Our next events are the St. Patrick’s Day Party on March 14th,
Opening Day on April 12th, and the Cinco de Mayo Party on May
2nd. If you are interested in hosting an event or want to lend a
hand please contact me and I will let you know where the help is
needed.

Comments Continued

As mentioned, Opening day will be Sunday, April 12th. There will be club clean up days on
March 21st and 28th. Please come out and help spruce up the club for our 25th Opening Day.
This is our opportunity to show off our club to visitor from other yacht clubs. PRYC has a
reputation for hosting a great opening day so come on out and let’s make this one the best yet.
Watch for club improvements this year. We are currently working on new tables and seating for
the club. The goal is to have everything in place by opening day. This will give the club a new
look and feeling that I hope everyone will enjoy. We will be placing standard height tables along
the windows while maintaining the high tables along the back walls so everyone can enjoy our
great view of the harbor.
Our first cruise this year will be to the Isthmus on May 15th through the 17th. This is our annual
meet up cruise with Little Ships Fleet Yacht Club and Marina Sailing. This is always a fun cruise
with the Saturday night beach BBQ. Mark your calendars.
Come out and use your club. It is there for your enjoyment and I look forward to seeing you
there.
Paul Barbe
2015 Commodore

If you have any news or announcements you would like
fellow club members to know about, please submit it to
me....amyjmyers@gmail.com...and I’ll put it in the newsletter.
It could be about a trip you took to Catalina or beyond,
advertisement for your business, or something you want to
buy or sell...maybe something about how you got into
boating and decided to join PRYC, just send it in. Also, if
anyone has any information about what”s going on around
our waterfront, that would be of interest, I’ll be happy to
publish it. I will be putting out the next newsletter in August.
Deadlines for articles will be July 15. I’ll be sending out
reminders.

Whale News: This has been a record year for whale sightings.
The American Cetacean Society does a whale census each year and count the
number of Gray Whales that make the 7,000 to 10,000 mile journey to Mexico each
year. 684 have been sighted so far this year. There haven’t been this many counted in
17 years.
This is an excerpt from the Beach Reporter
by Ellen Robinson, Jan 16,2015
“It’s really been a fantastic year for whale
watching. We’ve seen some fin whales
closer to shore and then there are the three
humpback whales that have been hanging
out week after week in the Redondo
Canyon,” she said. “It’s not unusual to see
humpbacks in California, but they tend to
be up in Santa Barbra and mostly in
Monterey. What is unusual is for them to
stop and feed here for weeks. They are
here feeding on anchovies because there
are billions of them out there right now and
these three found a good spot.”
There is a mother and 1-year-old calf and
one other juvenile humpback that have
been feasting in the Redondo Canyon
since the last week of December, she said.
The mother has been named “Chompers”
due to her unusual feeding style that
involves chomping. Her calf has been seen
doing this too. Elise Schulman-Janiger, the
president of the American Cetacean
Society, said it’s a unique method of
feeding and that whales tend to learn from
one another. She said another aspect of
their behavior is odd as well–most calves
leave their mothers during the late summer,
but this pair is very close. They have been
putting on a good show in the Redondo
Canyon for whale watchers as they share a
curiosity about the boats.
Another spectacular sighting happened last
week when the co-director of Roundhouse
Aquarium in Manhattan Beach, Eric Martin,
ventured out a few miles into the ocean
from Redondo Beach. He and a few others
came eye-to-eye with a pod of four orcas
or killer whales.

A mother humpback whale and her 1-year-old
calf dive for anchovies in Redondo
Canyon. photo by Chris Miller

Killer whale named Bumper investigates Eric
Martin and crew; photo by ©Alisa SchulmanJaniger

Staff Commodore, Graham Grice passed away:
October 1951 - December 19, 2014 Graham George Grice passed
away peacefully with his loved ones at his side on December 19,
2014 after a 30 year battle against cancer. He had won the battle
against this insidious disease many times but in the end he lost the
war. Graham is survived by his wife Haidee, his soul mate and best
friend for over 25 years. He was an avid boater and made his home
with his wife Haidee and family in Redondo Beach where they could
be close to the ocean.
They enjoyed many days on their boat, spending numerous weekends, holidays and
vacations at Catalina Island. He was a member of the Port Royal Yacht Club for over 20
years and served two years as Commodore. Graham had recently purchased a new
boat, All Time High for himself and his family. Graham's larger than life persona,
infectious smile and laughter will be missed by not only his family but also by his
friends, colleagues and anyone who ever had the gift of meeting this gentle giant of a
man. PRYC had a Celebration of his life off our coast and a reception for the family
back at the club. Our deepest condolences go out to Haydee and their family.- See
more at: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/latimes/obituary.aspx?

Bob Souther March 3 1943January 2 2015
Surrounded by family, Bob peacefully
passed away after fighting a long and
hard battle with cancer. Bob was a
frequent sailor in the PRYC regattas
along with his brother, Don and
member Mark Rigger. He was a
familiar face around the marina and
well loved by all. A celebration of
Bob's life for family and friends has
been planned for May 16th at Port
Royal Marina. Exact details will be
announced at a later date.
Peaceful sailing Bob! You will be
missed by all of us.

Scientists ‘hunt’ singing blue whales

The Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus). Photo from National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration photo library
article by Dave Williams, AAP
We’ve been fortunate to have these giants off our coast.People have been out to view them on
the Whale Watch Ship, Voyager, all the way down to kayaks and paddleboards. They might be
difficult to find, but they showed up right on our front door. I thought you might be interested in this
article by Dave Williams:
Blue whales are the biggest animals ever known, but it’s still quite a job to find one.They weigh up
to 180 tonnes, reach 30m in length and eat up to 3.6 tonnes a day of what scientists assume is
krill.The behemoths are now the most high-profile target of Australian and New Zealand scientists
aboard a New Zealand research vessel, Tangaroa, which set sail for Antarctica on
Wednesday.The reseachers have new equipment designed to listen underwater for the blue
whales’ ‘songs’.Blue whales were decimated by commercial whaling in the 19th Century, and the
Southern Ocean population of about 250,000 dropped to a few hundred before whaling was
banned in 1964.It may now have recovered to a few thousand.Despite their size, the whales are
fiendishly difficult to spot.The International Whaling Commission says there have just been 200
sightings in 30 years.Unlike humpback whales, which migrate past coasts, including through the
Cook Strait, blue whales migrate through the open ocean and the only information about
migration is from whaling data in the 1900s.Some were tagged in the Southern Ocean a few
years ago, but the tags didn’t last long enough to record any migration.They are also very difficult
to count, says the Australian Antarctic Division’s Mike Double.But we do have some data now to
say they are recovering but they are recovering very slowly.’The expedition scientists are
confident they won’t be looking for a needle in a haystack. ‘We have learned how to find these

whales,’ Dr Double says.That involves dropping sonobuoys in the water to listen for the whales’
song and then triangulation can pinpoint their location.Humpbacks are prolific singers but by
comparison the blue whale song is very boring, Dr Double says. It’s very low-frequency
monotone, occasionally it does the odd squeak … but to call it a song is very generous,’ Dr
Double said.The song travels great distances underwater‘We don’t have to go far from Wellington
before we start hearing whales that are singing in the Antarctic. It’s that powerful.’Once the
whales are found – possibly aggregating in hotspots – the scientists hope to find out why they are
there and what they are eating.If the whales swim close enough to the Tangaroa, samples may
be taken and GPS tags attached.However, before the ship starts tracking the blue whales, it will
head to the Balleny Islands – a string of islands about 200km from Antarctica, which are made up
of just ice and rock – a hot spot for feeding humpback whales.‘We don’t even know what they eat
down there,’ says voyage leader, Richard O’Driscoll, from New Zealand’s National Institute of
Water and Atmospheric Research, known as NIWA.
It could be krill, or a small cod called the Antarctic silverfish, which is regarded as the only true
pelagic fish in Antarctic waters and an important food species.That fish is also something of a
mystery. An echo sounder, to be moored in Antarctica’s Terra Nova Bay, will hopefully catch
evidence of their life cycle.Their eggs and larvae are in the water, but it’s not known if the fish
spawn under the ice or if the eggs and larvae drift down from further north.The echo sounder will
hopefully catch the fish as they come into the area.The other fish under investigation is the
toothfish and its prey, icefish and grenadiers, in the Ross Sea.Twenty-one scientists from the
NIWA, Antarctica NZ and the Australian Antarctic Division are on board Tangaroa.The expedition
is costing $A3.7 million and the scientists say it will be well worth it for the information gathered.

PRYC 2015 Chili Cookoff and Super Bowl Party
Congratulations to First Prize
winner, Chef Lou Toth for the best
Chili in the Cookoff. And
Congratulations again to our 2nd
prize winner, Norma Medina.
Thanks to all our other
contestants, we enjoyed them all!
Also Congratulations to the
winner of the Football Pool, Liz
and runner up’ Norma Medina.
Thanks to Commodore Paul and
Gail Barbe for hosting the event.
Whether you were a Sea
Hawks fan or you were rooting
for the Patriots it was an exciting
game...even if you weren’t a
football fan, it was hard not to
get wrapped up in it. Plus all the
great commercials and fabulous
Halftime show.
This annual event is always
a lot of fun. it’s nice to share the
chili and the game with our
members and friends.

Officer Installation Dinner

The Officers Installation Dinner

Mark Your Calendars!! Spring and Summer.....
11

Wed

MARCH
Board of Directors Meeting

14

Sat

St Patrick's Day Party

4:00 PM

28

Sat

Club Clean-up #1

9:00 AM

8

Sat

APRIL
Board of Directors Meeting

6:30 PM

11
19

Wed
Sun

Club Clean-up #2
Opening Day

9:00 AM
3:00 PM

2
6

Sat
Wed

MAY
Cinco de Mayo
Board of Directors Meeting

4:00 PM
6:30 PM

15 - 17

Fri - Sun

24
25

Sun
Mon

29

Fri - Sun

6
10

Sat
Wed

JUNE
Plastic Classic
Board of Directors Meeting

4

Sat

JULY
Independence Day - Bring your own BBQ

3:00 PM

7

Wed

Board of Directors Meeting

6:30 PM

Fri - Sun

Cruise to Cabrillo Beach YC

Isthmus Cruise w/LSFYC
Dinghy Crawl I
Memorial Day Flag Raising

4:00 PM
12:00 PM

Begin Officer of the Day

1

Sat

AUGUST
Summer Bash / Home Port Regatta Fundraiser

12

Wed

Board of Directors Meeting

14-16

Fri - Sun

Cruise to Long Beach YC

30-31

Sat-Sun

Officer of the Day

Sun

6:30 PM

Dinghy Crawl II

10:00 AM
6:30 PM

11:00 AM

6:30 PM

10:00 AM
4:00 PM

